Shefield Society for the Study of Sexuality and Relationships

Meeting Minutes

4 October 2007
Present:

Kevan Wylie (Chair), Debbie Davies South (Treasurer), Carol Daniels (Secretary), Sharon Villa, Paul Bolton, George R O’Neil, Lori Boul, Anita Taylor, Caren Sheppard, Julie Fitter, Betty-Ann Muir
Apologies

David Steward, Pauline Slade, Brian Daines, Georgia Gounari, Amanda Smith, Paul Gill

Welcome and Introduction from Kevan Wylie 

The object of SSSSR is to offer a local infrastructure for professionals with the aim of the organization being ‘owned’ by its members, and to act as an umbrella organization to disseminate information and offer support.  The aim of this meeting is to share ideas on how to best use SSSSR for the benefit of the group.
1
Statutes
Motion to approve the statutes:
Proposed by Kevan Wylie

Seconded by Anita Taylor

Approved by unanimous vote and therefore motion passed.

2
Aims and Purpose

The following suggestions were aired:-
· SSSSR to act as an umbrella group for special interest sub groups.  Examples could include improving sex education for young people,  working with people with physical and learning disabilities

· Sharing of information and ideas amongst SSSSR members

· Making links – for example, having a discussion forum

· Organising guest speakers

· Ongoing distribution of relevant articles and notices

· Depending on level of funding achieved, support individuals doing research (would need a process of application and vetting for this)

· Open meetings to be held 3 or 4 times a year, to be linked with refreshments and social

It was also agreed that:

· Within the limits of the criteria specified in the Statutes, it was agreed that membership of SSSSSR should be as open as possible

· It is important to notify the Trust and other organizations of the existence of SSSSR

· All current email addressees should be asked for their comments and contributions regarding their views on the role of SSSSR
3
Financing
Bank account in process of being opened – Wylie, Davies-South and Daniels registered as signatories.  No funds at present – ideas include donations from members (perhaps from speaking engagements and so forth done in the name of SSSSR), possibly a small (say £10) annual membership fee just to cover basic costs such as the annual WAS subscription (current students to be exempt), and contributions from drug companies although these would have to be openly declared and comply with associated guidelines on such contributions.
Monies accrued may be used for various purposes, with the underlying aim of supporting sexuality research and study.  The group would have to discuss and agree this in more detail, and we could need to establish a process for accepting and approving applications for support.

4
The Mail List
Possible suggestions include allowing others to use mail list to disseminate information and share information and articles.  Concern expressed that this could lead to an overload and it might even be best to limit email contact to notices about SSSSR meetings.  Members to be canvassed for their opinions on this.
5
North of England Research Forum

More contributions needed for this – 3 or 4 people to do 20 minute presentations each.  If you are interested, please contact Kevan Wylie direct.
6
EFS UK Symposium, Rome
Invitation received for a guest speaker to talk on something topical to their region.  Possibility SSSSR could, if funds available, support travel costs.

7
AOB
7a
A chairperson is needed for the European Society for Sexual Medicine Conference in LIsbon – 750 Euros payment.  Please contact Kevan if you are interested. 
8
Next meeting

To be scheduled for January 2008.  Guest speaker to be decided.
